The future of Kosovo
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Representatives of the international community and the regional neighbors Macedonia and Croatia also took part in the conference and creatively contributed to the exchange of views. The key international players were clear that the start of the talks concerning Kosovo's future status is on the international agenda for this year. And now it is up to political leaders and institutions to demonstrate that they aim to build a stable, tolerant, multiethnic and democratic society in Kosovo, a society in which all communities will be living together in peace and in peace with their neighbors. It is time for all sides to abandon short-lived politics, to join in a dialogue about real problems in good faith, with passion and constructiveness, and to take all the measures that we know are necessary. This conference is a good start in the right direction. We need more such dialogue, said Soren JessenPetersen, the UN Secretary-General Special Representative, who addressed the conference. The conference was organized in five panels: 'Kosovo in the Context of Regional Stability', 'Minorities and International Standards in Kosovo', 'Decentralization and its Implications in Kosovo', 'Post-Conflict Rehabilitation' and 'Status of Kosovo'.
The first panel, 'Kosovo in the Context of Regional Stability', chaired by Professor Enver Hasani, discussed key security aspects, the role of Kosovo's future army under civilian control, regional security challenges not only in the event of Kosovo's independence, but also of Montenegro's, and the state of affairs in Kosovska Mitrovica as a major problem to be solved, etc.
'The unconditional safety of minority communities is a key standard preconditioning stability and the pace of solving the future status of Kosovo,' concluded, inter alia, the second panel entitled 'Minorities and International Standards in Kosovo', chaired by the lawyer Azem Vllasi. The discussion also highlighted that the return of all displaced persons and refugees was a priority task for all Kosovo institutions. As for Kosovo Serbs, their integration into Kosovo society, as many put it, is their right, the same as their right to live safely in their homes is a fundamental human right without any alternative solution whatsoever.
According to Vera Markovic, who chaired the third panel: 'Decentralization and its Implications in Kosovo,' the discussion that resembled a parliamentary debate indicated that political power was being gradually institutionalized. 'It is most encouraging that different positions on the decentralization plan do not divide the political sphere into Serbian and Albanian parts, but into groupings that include both Albanian and minority parties … I would say that the debate on decentralization testifies that Kosovo society obviously endeavors to abandon the issues related to 'outer freedom' or freedom from domination and to come to grips with the question of 'inner freedom' that cannot but benefit all minorities, ethnic and political alike', said Vera Markovic.
What marked the panel 'Post-Conflict Rehabilitation', but the entire conference as well, was the stance that the position of minorities was a measure of any society's democratic potential. In this context, as Dr. Olga Popovic-Obradovic
